What other types of abuse are there?

There are five categories of abuse specified in the Social Services and Well-being Act 2014:
· physical abuse
· sexual abuse
· emotional or psychological abuse
· financial abuse
· neglect.
But other types of abuse also exist. 
Domestic violence or abuse
The features of domestic violence or abuse are often the same as those in the five categories of abuse.
It includes controlling, coercive, violent or threatening behaviour or abuse between people aged 16 or over who are (or have been) intimate partners or family members – regardless of gender or sexuality. It could happen once or be a pattern of abusive behaviour.
It also includes:
· ‘honour’-based violence
· female genital mutilation (FGM)
· forced marriage. 
Coercive or controlling behaviour is a central part of domestic violence.
If a child sees or overhears domestic abuse at home – even if the abuse isn’t directed at them – it can have a hugely negative impact on their health and development. This could be a child protection issue. 
Modern slavery and human trafficking
Modern slavery is a crime. It includes offences such as:
· slavery domestic servitude
· forced criminality
· forced labour
· sexual exploitation
· child exploitation.
It can involve trafficking a person from place to place to exploit them – either abroad and back to the UK, different cities within the UK, or even from one room to another in a house.
The slavers use threats, force or lies to make someone do what they want them to. It can have a profound impact on the victim, and affect them in the same way as other types of abuse.
Criminal exploitation of children and vulnerable adults: county lines
‘Running county lines’ is a term police use when organised gangs exploit children and vulnerable people to move drugs and money from big cities into towns and rural areas.
It involves child criminal exploitation (CCE). Gangs set-up a base in the market location, often by taking over the homes of local vulnerable adults by force or coercion. This is often called ‘cuckooing’.
Gang members use children in the hope of avoiding detection and prosecution themselves.
Children can become involved in county lines by taking part in gang culture. Children as young as eight have been reported to be trafficked in this way.
Gangs are more likely to be able to manipulate young children and force them to ‘run county lines’ if they’re already vulnerable. For example, if they’re experiencing:
· poverty
· family breakdown
· domestic abuse
· familial drug and alcohol misuse
· child abuse.
Gangs tend to use the offer of money to draw young people into their network.
Female genital mutilation (FGM)
FGM is illegal in the UK. 
FGM includes all procedures that involve:
· partially, or totally, removing female genital tissue
· causing injury to intimate areas for non-medical reasons. 
It has no health benefits, and harms girls and women in many ways.
The practice causes severe pain and has several immediate and long-term health consequences, including difficulties in childbirth and causing danger to any children the woman bears. 
If you believe a female child under the age of 18 is at risk of FGM, you have a duty to report it under the Serious Crime Act 2015. 
Forced marriage
A forced marriage is when one, or both, of the spouses don’t consent to the marriage and are coerced into it.
The spouses could be put under physical, psychological, financial, sexual and emotional pressure to force them to go through with the marriage. 
Some vulnerable adults who lack the capacity to consent don’t have to have been coerced for a marriage to be forced. 
Forced marriage is not the same as an arranged marriage, where two people consent to a marriage for religious or cultural reasons. 
Radicalisation
This is when a person comes to support terrorism and forms of extremism leading to terrorism. For more information, see UK Government’s Prevent strategy.
Institutional abuse (also called ‘organisational abuse’)
Institutional abuse is neglect or poor care in an institution or care setting. 
You can find out more on the Anne Craft Trust website.
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Discriminatory abuse
 
Discriminatory abuse is unequal treatment based on the protected characteristics under the Equality Act 2010, which include:
· age
· disability
· gender reassignment
· marriage and civil partnership
· pregnancy and maternity
· race
· religion and belief
· sex or sexual orientation.
The abuse could be:
· verbal abuse – for example, derogatory remarks or inappropriate language about a protected characteristic
· denying access to communication aids – for example, not allowing access to an interpreter, signer or lip-reader
· harassment or deliberate exclusion because of a protected characteristic
· denying basic rights or equal access to healthcare, education, employment and criminal justice relating to a protected characteristic
· a lower standard of service relating to a protected characteristic.
Someone may be experiencing discriminatory abuse if:
· they seem withdrawn and isolated
· they’re angry, frustrated, scared or anxious
· the support they’re offered doesn’t take account of the person’s individual needs in terms of a protected characteristic
· they’re left out of activities because of unfounded reasons
· they don’t have the support to challenge the discrimination.

