Summary: safeguarding legislation
Social Services and Well-being Act (Wales) 2014
 
The Act is the legal framework for improving the well-being of people who need care and support, and carers who need support. Well-being includes protection from abuse and neglect.
The Act identifies adults’ and children’s pathways in safeguarding. The term ‘at risk’ allows for early intervention, the aim being to protect people who need it and help prevent abuse or neglect. 
It places a duty on local authority partner organisations to inform the local authority if it suspects that a child or adult is at risk. This includes:
· the police
· local health boards
· NHS trusts and probation. 
When a child has been reported to be at risk, the next action is the ‘duty to investigate’ by the local authority (section 47 of the Children Act 1989).
Local authorities have a new power to make enquiries if there’s reasonable cause to suspect an adult is at risk.
Working together to safeguard people (2022)
This is the code of safeguarding practice for individuals, groups and organisations who offer activities or services to children and adults in Wales.
The code sets out what Welsh Government expects in safeguarding arrangements. Individuals, groups and organisations offering activities or services are expected to follow this advice.

Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019)
The procedures have two sections, to cover the whole-life age range.
The procedures explain the essential roles and responsibilities for practitioners to make sure that they safeguard children and adults who are at risk of abuse, harm and neglect.
Human Rights Act (1998)
This sets out the basic rights and freedoms shared by everyone in the UK, including the right to:
· life, and to have life protected
· liberty and security
· a fair hearing
· a private and family life, home and correspondence
· freedom of religion and belief 
· not to be tortured or treated in an inhuman or degrading way.
It incorporates the rights in the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) into domestic British law. The Human Rights Act became law in the UK in October 2000. 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
Children and young people have rights under the Human Rights Act 1998, but they also have rights under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). 
Every government that’s signed the UNCRC, including Welsh Government, has to make sure children, young people and adults know about and understand the UNCRC. 
The convention includes articles that are general principles: 
· non-discrimination
· best interest of the child
· right to life, survival and development
· right to be heard
· right to be protected. 
A child-centered approach is required and, for services to be effective, they should be based on a clear understanding of the personal outcomes for the child and what matters to them. The rights of the child should be paramount to the approach chosen and their best interests should always be central.
United Nations Convention of the Rights of Older Persons
The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act requires local authorities to have due regard to the United Nations Principles for Older Persons. 
Due regard means that local authorities must be proactive, and think about how their duties affect their decisions. 
The convention says: 
“Older persons should be able to enjoy human rights and fundamental freedoms when residing in any shelter, care or treatment facility, including full respect for their dignity, beliefs, needs and privacy, and for the right to make decisions about their care and the quality of their lives older persons should be able to live in dignity and security and be free of exploitation, and physical or mental abuse”.
Children Act (1989, 2004)
In Wales, the Children Act 1989 explains when to start care proceedings, and the duty of local authorities to safeguard and promote children's welfare. 
Much of the Children Act 1989 applies to both England and Wales. 
The Act places a duty on all agencies to safeguard and promote the welfare and well-being of children. This includes reporting suspicions early to encourage preventative action. 
If the local authority decides there is reasonable cause to suspect that the child is: 
(a) experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and 
(b) has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those) then the local authority shall make, or cause to be made, such enquiries as they consider necessary to enable them to decide whether they should take any action to safeguard or promote the child’s welfare under Section 47 of the Children Act 1989.
Violence Against Women Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Act (2015)
This is the strategic framework to improve arrangements for preventing, protecting and supporting people who are affected by all types of violence against women, domestic abuse and sexual violence.
The purpose of the Act is to safeguard any child, young person or adult who is at risk, or experiencing, any type of:
· violence against women
· gender-based violence
· domestic abuse
· sexual violence. 
The Act focuses on preventing these issues, the protection of victims and supporting anyone affected by them.
Mental Capacity Act (2005)
This Act is for everyone involved in caring, treating and supporting people who lack capacity.
The Mental Capacity Act is designed to protect and give power back to vulnerable people aged 16 and over who live in England and Wales and are unable to make some or all decisions for themselves. 
It protects the rights of individuals to make unwise decisions. Any decisions made on behalf of someone who lacks capacity must be in their best interest.
The law says we need to act when the rights of the people we support are threatened, for example by reporting any suspicions to an appropriate person.
