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SOCIAL SERVICES AND WELL-BEING (WALES) ACT
CASE STUDY

Charlie

[bookmark: _GoBack]Charlie has been known to services since his birth. Social care became involved with his mother because of her neglect of his older brother. There were concerns that she would also not be able to care for Charlie. He was placed with foster carers at birth. Permanence was first identified when he was three months old. A relative was assessed as a permanent carer but the assessment concluded that this was not a suitable permanent placement for Charlie. He lived with his first foster carers for the first nine months of his life, and developed a strong attachment to them. His mother did not attend contacts and has not seen Charlie since he was two months old.
It was decided that adoption was the best permanency plan for Charlie. Charlie was matched with his prospective adoptive parents when he was eight months old, and moved to live with them a month later. Charlie bonded well with his prospective adoptive parents and appeared relaxed and happy in their care. It took 16 months from Charlie’s first contact with services to when his Adoption Order was made.

Questions
1. Do you consider this to be a successful outcome for Charlie? If so, what are the main reasons?
1. What supports can you identify to help ensure that Charlie develops and maintains a positive sense of identity?
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