O

@ Gofal Cymdeithasol Cymru
Social Care Wales

Benefits and financial
entitlements

First published: 16 October 2018

Last updated: 26 September 2024

This document was downloaded from socialcare.wales and may not be the latest
version.

Go to https://socialcare.wales/resources-quidance/improving-care-and-
support/people-with-dementia/benefits-and-financial-entitlements for the latest

version.


https://socialcare.wales/resources-guidance/improving-care-and-support/people-with-dementia/benefits-and-financial-entitlements
https://socialcare.wales/resources-guidance/improving-care-and-support/people-with-dementia/benefits-and-financial-entitlements

If the person with dementia is of working age, they may have had to give up
paid employment.

Financial help for people living with dementia

Many living with dementia can access financial help but knowing what is
available can be confusing.

The charity Age Cymru can provide information and advice around money
matters. There is an advice line number 0800 223 444 and local offices, which
can be found on their website.

Pathways through Dementia helps people unravel the legalities of the dementia

journey, such as paying for care, managing finances and welfare benefits.The
UK Government has an online benefits calculator that you can use to see the

benefits available for someone living with dementia or a person supporting
them.

Facts about the financial cost of dementia

According to the Alzheimer’s Society report, The Hidden Costs of Dementia in

Wales, dementia costs Wales £1.4 billion, equating to an average of £31,300
per person per year.

e £196 million is spent on healthcare costs

e £535 million is spent on social care costs (publicly and privately funded)

e £622 million is contributed by the work of unpaid carers of people with
dementia


http://www.ageuk.org.uk/cymru/money-matters/
http://pathwaysthroughdementia.org/
http://www.gov.uk/benefits-calculators
http://www.alzheimers.org.uk/sites/default/files/migrate/downloads/the_hidden_cost_of_dementia_in_wales.pdf
http://www.alzheimers.org.uk/sites/default/files/migrate/downloads/the_hidden_cost_of_dementia_in_wales.pdf

e £6 million in spent on other costs, including police costs of missing person
enquiries, advocacy services and research

e Unpaid care accounts for 75 per cent of the total cost for people with
dementia living in the community, and 46 per cent of the total cost of the
overall dementia population in Wales.

The indirect costs of living with dementia

Dementia in the Family, an Alzheimer’s Research UK report, found that family

carers are likely to experience reduced work opportunities and income, in
addition to the direct financial costs of providing care, including:

higher energy bills

specialist food

higher phone bills

higher transport costs

care products

equipment and adaptations.

We want your feedback

Help us to improve the Dementia resource for care professionals by telling us
what you think about it in our short four question survey.



https://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org/about-us/our-influence/policy-work/reports/carers-report/
http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/P63M9QD

